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INTRODUCTION TO THE BLOCK

Having got acquainted with various channels of mass communication and their
characteristics you went on to acquire basic media skills such as reporting,
editing, layout and design. Thereafter you acquired skills for interviews and
feature writing. You were all along being advised to be objective and neutral
in your approach.

Now, in this block you are going to become more personal in your stance.
This subjective approach of a newspaper, journal, radio, television or internet
can be observed in the editorials, special feature articles and letters to the
editors. You will read about these aspects of journalism in this block.

Amiya Bhushan Sharma







UNIT 13 EDITORIAL WRITING

Structure

13.0 Objectives
13.1" Introduction
13.1.1 What is an editorial?
13.1.2 Importance of an editorial
13.2 Parallels of editorials in other media

13.2.1 Television Editorials
13.2.2 Radio Editorials
1323 Internet Editorials

13.3 Writing an editorial
13.3.1 Length of an editorial
1332 Language of an editorial
1333 Glossary

13.4 Types of editorials
134.1 Staff editorials Vs. front page editorials
1342 Signed Vs unsigned editorials
134.3 Third editorial or entertainment editorial
1344  Critical editorial
134.5 Persuasive editorial
134.6 Interpretative editorials

1347 Advocacy editorial

13.5 Structure of an editorial
13.6 Let us Sum Up
13.7 Suggested Readings

13.0 OBJECTIVES

After having read this unit you will be able to

e Read and analyze an editorial in a news paper
e Identify the various types of editorials
e Understand the different styles of editorial writing

e Write an editorial

13.1 INTRODUCTION

Newspapers report the news. When newspaper reporters tell a story, it is
only facts and we readers can form our views. Journalists generally have to
leave their opinions out of their writing. They have always been told to be
unbiased and not to take a stance. Yet most news papers do have opinions.
This is a class of writing called “editorials” found in your newspaper every
day.

Where can you find them? Are they on the same page everyday? Who writes
them? Who is offering this opinion? Why do we need to write the editorials?
What are possible reactions of the readers to an editorial?
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This section will answer all these questions. But before beginning it is
important to recognize the difference between fact and opinion. We have
reprinted for you a report and an opinion on the same report from the
newspaper Hindustan Times.
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13.1.1 What is an editorial?

An editorial is an article that states the newspaper’s views on a particular

news, event or an issue of concern. It is the official stance of the publication.

You can find them at the same place on the same page of the newspaper,
everyday. This page is called the editorial page and the place is the left hand
column of the page, from top to bottom. The reprint of an editorial page of
Times of India will help you to understand the above statement.

A THOUGHY FOR TODAY

It’s the speed with which everything was provided
(for Nano in Gujarat), particularly land.
RATAM TATA, industrialist

A New Deal

Reform land acgsisition to put
industrial growth on fast track

iven the all-rowrd economic gloom, India’s need for
fast-track induasirialisation cannot be overs
Rural uplift specifically rides on industrial gmwth
which reduces poverty, spurs infrastracture and
creates jobs that ease pressurs on land. Yet land-related agitations
threaten to wreck the industrialisation process. The source of
controversy is generally land acqguisition and humearn displace-
ment. Land transfer bhas in fact been handled with myopic
insensitivity b'y the political class, deployving a colonial-erva law
in dire need of upgrade: the Land Acguisition Act, 1894. This
legislation, awaiting amendment, has long been viewed as
sanctioning land-grab by government at the behest of private
industry Any blame for its fallout is passed off on a demonised
Big Business even as politicians take sides.
Tata"s Nano may be shifting to Guijarat. Bant relocation cannot

stadkoe
in development is urgent. First, we need clarity on what the Act
calls public purpose for which land is acguired wnder eminent
domain. The judiciary’s criteria may help: employment and
revenue generation. Again, land is notoriously undervailued
when fixing compensation. Past prices are averaged or, as per
the Act, future value is not factored in. Without a New Deal
on falr value, real or perceived injustice will ramkie. Also,
landowners but not landless labourers are compensated or
rehabilitated. To incentivise the former while reimbursing the
Iatter's forced job loss, Mhmmb&abmdwbefepmlbleln
new projects. An incentives Jrame foar o coukd include
money and a flexible mix of egquity stakes, jobs and training for
skills upgradation, depending on local circumstances.
On land to be earmarked for industry the Act doesn’t
distinguish between fertile and arid land. Taking the claim of

tions are impractical, given complexities relating to title deeds,
landholdings ar likelihood of speculative holdout

by farmers. Direct deals will, however, circumvent political
o bungling. So, stresmilining ownership records

is & must. Government could also proymaote sellers” collectjves
to give farmers bargaining power vis-a-vis industry The moral
of the story: In s Industry-and-investtment-friendly image is

damage control is oo P
MRS it S PR R G sl S e

13.1.2 Importance of an Editorial

An editorial is usually written by the editor, one of the associate or deputy
editors or one of the writers on the behalf of the editor. These opinions teflect
the stance of the newspaper and do not have bylines.

Politicians, bureaucrats and the common people — all want to know the stand
of the newspapers on matters which make a difference to society. Why is this
view so important? Well, the press is the fourth estate and the watch dog of
society. The rest of the world would definitely want to understand the policy
of the newspaper, on issues of importance. The editorials not only persuade

the reader to change their views, but also help them to form views. This
creates a major public opinion and public wave. Hence, the interest of
politicians and bureaucrats in editorial stands.

The editorial acts as: »

e A voice of the common man.

Editorial Writing
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e Advocate of human rights

e Critique of government policies

e Interpreter of constitution

e Forecaster of political and social changes
e Informer and analyst of complicated issues
e Promoter of worthy activity

e Problem solver of any issue of social importance

self Check Exercise 1

1) Collect 2 editorials each from one English and one vernacular newspaper of
your state.

2) Inthe space provided below write whether you found the editorials on the
same page and same space on two different days or on different pages and
spaces.

..........................................................................................
..........................................................................................

..........................................................................................

13.2 PARALLELS OF EDITORIALS IN OTHER
MEDIA

By now it must be clear to you, that the editorial is not only the view point of
the media organization, but is also an important and essential part of the
newspaper and is found in every issue. Does this mean that only the print
media enjoys this privilege of commenting? Do we see editorials on the
television. Do we hear them on the radio and in the virtual world do we read
these on the internet? This section will answer all the above questions.

13.2.1 Television Editorials

It is surprising, but there is no exact parallel of a print editorial in the
television news channels. There are panel discussions and analysis
programmes, which are conducted by anchors of the channel and the expert
is also a journalist working for the channel. These are the nearest television
gottd editorializing.

Some channels have fixed slots for these programmes whereas some do not.

Television news channels, being guest and expert based, most of the time
‘have outsiders commenting on various issues and the channel bears no

responsibility for these comments.

.

In the case of Doordarshan, the official govérnment media, the stand
Government of India has to take on various issues, are telecast as statements
made by the ministers or government public relation officers.




Self C\heck‘ Exercise 2

In the space below write the names of programmes on private news channels
which are parallels of editorials; after watching 2 channels of your choice and
Doordarshan. , , ;

................................................................................................

B R R e

13.2.2 Radio Editorials

Lets start this section with a series of questions. Write the answer in the
space provided below the question.

a) Do you listen to the radio?

...........................................................................................

..........................................................................................

............................................................................................

By now you must have understood that radio is a medium which is most
convenient for information gathering and has the maximum reach. But one fact
is also true that the private FM stations have not been granted the rights to
broadcast news. So most of the serious and developmental content is audible
only on All India Radio, the official radio.

The private stations like Red FM, Big FM, Radio Mirchi and others have
only entertainment based programmes but many a times as a humor or pun
an issue is commented upon by the jockey. This is the nearest these stations
can come to editorializing.

AIR is the news station and broadcasting serious content along with
entertainment is its agenda.

It is surprising, that no views of the government or the AIR are broadcast as
editorials. Statements of ministers or government Public Relation Officers, on
1ssues of importance are aired time to time and analysis of these, as a part
of news bulletin, are done sometimes. This is the nearest AIR gets to being a
parallel of newspaper editorial.

Editorial Writing
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13.2.3 Internet Editorials

Internet or web journalism has its vestiges in the print media. If it is a website

of the newspaper or magazine the editorial column is absolutely there at the
allotted space, every day.

In cases of other websites, the views of the organization are put on the site
and regularly updated. In fact most of the content could be opinionated .
Cyber media can also be called a comment based media.

Exact parallels between editorials cannot be drawn on the cyber media but
comment is free here.

Blogs initiate a debate on an issue where the owner of the site gives his or
her points of view and invites comments from the audience.
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Self Check Exercise 3
1. Surfthe internet and list out comment based sites in the space below.

B R R I I e
............................................................................................
B R
T R R e
P P B PRI IR SR e
..........................................................................................

RS

..........................................................................................

2. Open the site of the Times of India and read the editorial. Is it the same as the
hard copy news paper editorial. Comment?. -

B e N PP I Pl PR T e I e
...........................................................................................
B I IR P
B e e Y
...........................................................................................
B I P P e

.........................................................................................

13.3 WRITING AN EDITORIAL

An editorial is one of the writing styles used to express an opinion or reaction
to timely news, event or an issue of concern. Most editorials are used to
influence readers to think or act the same way the writer does. Not all
editorials take sides on an issue but have one of the following four purposes:
i Inform: The writer gives careful explanations about an important issue.

i. Promote: The writer tries to promote a worthy activity.

. Praise: The writer praises a person or an event.

iv. Entertain: The writer entertains the reader with light and humourous issues.
Steps to writing your editorial

Selecting: Choose an issue — your editorial could be about how the readers
could help the environment and ecology sustenance, inform the public about a

particular scam, praise an effort by a group who has helped to remove
garbage dumps and recycle it or make the people aware of a social worker

Editorial Writing
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and his campaign on abolishing child labour or any other idea that can be
used as an editorial. First check with your counselor to make sure that it is
an acceptable subject.

Collecting: Gathering support — gather as many details to convince others
about your opinion. These could be facts or evidence, written statements from
sources or authorities on the subject, comparisons te similar situation to
support your argument and be able to counter argue.

Connecting: Remember to brain storm before you write the first draft —
Body should have clean accurate details and examples. Give strong examples
at the beginning and at the end. Show the opposing arguments and their
weaknesses. Offer a solution in the end.

Correcting: Getting it right — your editorial should be clear and forceful. Do
not preach. Be honest and accurate.

Sample of what could go into the five paragraph editorial:
1 A personal experience, a thesis statement

i. Explanation of the other side of the issue

ii. Examples to support your view points

iv. Reasons for your view point

v. The last paragraph should restate your thesis statement and end on a positive
note.

Tips for writing editorials

1. Don’t use the word I. Your life is not interesting. Your personal experiences
are tiresome. Using the first person also sounds preachy and righteous, which
alienates readers.

2. Avoid sarcasm. You aren’t very funny. Too much sarcasm comes off as imma-
ture and can ruin your credibility.

3. The sky is not falling — do not exaggerate. It makes you feel too emotional and
irrational.

4. Challenge authority not personality. Attacking coaches or politicians simply
attract letters to editors but attacking their ideas, policies and actions is great
editorializing.

13.3.1 Length of an editorial

An editorial is averagely of 500 words. Three editorials of 500. words each
can fit into full page editorial column. For example The Economic Times.
Some newspapers have editorials of 750 words. In such cases only two
editorial column. For example The Indian Express. There are exceptions to
the rule when one editorial fits the complete length. This is normally in stories
of grave importance. We are reprinting some editorials of the above
mentioned types, for you to understand.
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Opinion Writing 13.3.2 Language of an editorial

There are some magic tricks which when used can choose out the most
effective editorial. These are clarity, thythm, good word choices, active
sentence construction, seamless transition and evocative phrasing. The

. assumption is that an editorial writer knows the language well.

Simple tips

1. Get the reader’s attention quickly by the first paragraph being written in
attractive language.

2. Write short paragraphs and vary the length of sentences for effect.

3. Write with strong verbs and adjectives.

4. Use transitional devices for continuity.

5. Avoid redundancies in an editorial. o

6. Use of one word substitution is prominent in editorials
7. Use active verbs while writing an opinion

8. Use concrete nouns while writing a comment.

Special tips

1. Both direct and indirect speech can be used while writing an editorial.

Metaphors and similes or both to be used if required

A mixture of abstract and concrete expresses better while commenting.

P amittenbs

Rhetoric can be used.

Direct affirmations and negations too can be written.
Use of exclamations is justified in persuasive writing.
Apostrophe and within quotes can be paraphrased.

Dangling modifiers are helpful in editorial writing.

v ® 2 oW

Inadvertent comment can be written in loaded words.
10. Sequence of tenses can be past — present — future to create effect.

All the above grammar is explained in unit 7 Block 2, which tells you how to
edit. Consult it and you will understand the above section.

13.3.3 GLOSSARY

Editorial: An article expressing opinion of the newspaper on certain issues.

Masthead: The information printed on first page on the top with the name,
ownership. iogo, rate and date of the newspaper.

Op-ed page: Page opposite the editorial which contains nationally syndicated

14 columns and good writers pieces.



Editor: A person who decides what news will go in the paper and where it
will appear.

Editorial board: A seven member board headed by publisher which
“decides what issues the newspaper will offer an opinion on.

Editorial Cartoon: A Cartoon which expresses opinion, appears on the
editorial page.

Editorial policy: Policy of coverage of news and stances of newspaper
decided by the editorial board.

Column: An opinion piece that expresses the writcr’s ¢+.n view and carries
his or her name and often a picture.

Syndicated column: Columns sent by associations which buy and sell
stories, features, etc.

Letters to editor: Letters of feedback or opinion on various issues by the
readers.

Middle: A humorous write up in the centre of the editorial page in a box.

Editorial writer: Any member of the editorial board who researches and
writes the editorials that represent the newspaper’s position on most issues.

13.4 TYPES OF EDITORIALS

An editorial as a genre is considered a type of opinion discourse, that arms to
persuade the reader to accept new opinions. Although the editorial is thought
to be the personal opinion of the newspaper , it is however based on social
opinions. It also evaluates news events and propagates ideologies. Come, let
us see how can the editorials be classified. There are several parameters on
which editorials are categorized. The first one being their location. Second one
their bylines and the third their content.

13.4.1 Staff editorials Vs. front page editorials

Staff editorials comment on the opinion page written by the editors or writers
working for the newspaper.

Front page editorials are opinions of the editor-in-chief or owner of the
newspaper in an editorial column format on the first page of the newspaper.
These are written only in great emergencies or on topics of supreme
importance.

13.4.2 Signed Vs Unsigned editorials

The staff editorials are unsigned editorials , which means that the name of the
author is not given. It implies , that it is the opinion of the newspaper. Front
page editorials are usually signed and this is to stress the importance of the
viewpoint of not only the newspaper but also of the editor-in-chief or
managing editor. Generally these people are persons of stature , with

Editorial Writing
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importance in society and their opinion makes a difference. After the cease
fire of Gulf War I, Times of India’s front page editorial Pax Americana
signed by the Editor-in-Chief Dilip Padgaonkar was very popular. Events like
September i1, deaths of nation heads and change of governments have also
seen front page signed editorials written.

13.4.3 Third Editorial or Entertainmelit editorial

Traditionally on the opinion page there are three editorials. The first two are
on serious news issues. The third editorial often is humor based and
entertains. Many a times newspapers follow this in their policy and other times
they don’t. At least once a week the edit pages of newspapers have a third
editorial. This can or cannot have a byline, depending on the policy of the
newspaper. Reproduced below is a bylined third editorial of the Hindu.

I%’ms*k to my stand — even Whﬂ&! ﬁimrs smﬂ"&d a’t my‘
using & bicycle — having been motivated by a net
article that advised readers to “Just Haten to your heart:
came to matters of health”. Sver since, it'sbeana O
of wheels for me, on the zo! The resolition to use the oy
g0 places within a 10-km radius of my home amid honk-
happy metorists on Bangalore roads made me learn a lot of
things — like patience and perseverance. If one has lost
anything, it is weight — 10 kg in seven months. “Nothing
can helpme unwind as much as cycling after a hard day’s
work” was my belief. The same was changed for the better
when one got a chance to take part in a 106-km cyele race
in Shimoga, a city in Karnotaka, known as much for its
greenery as its world-famous Jog Falls, When the race was
flagged off near the falls inthe nocning, nmdalaspirsw st
the scene like idlets out of s gun,
ﬁawgwn yours, tmi,y twice as tﬂsd
most participe) ! - wiil
smc?smta- pedalled
Ww who had to ride

d and soul. Of t&w 100-
a§ vm?m mmﬁ&ammmmmm going, |

pevmed by Kannada writer Jayanth Kaikini still rings
mind: "Adae Bhooml, Adae Baanu, Be Ndyana Nootana/
Dagri, Adae Tiruvii, Be Payana Nootana”. Loosely |
it maans “it's the same sarth, the same 2ky, bui only pa
differ,” it's the same road, the same curve, but the jour:
differ”. His Iines best summarise the contrasting experfence
wne gets in those calm places as mmpamdwthemie;
Bangalore. If thn;mmmn& *xgahmis ursting at its

what wauld the future hold dl

13.4.4 Critical Editorial

As the name suggests a critical editorial seeks to point out a flaw, judge
severely and find fault. This is likely the type of editorial you are used to
seeing.




" should notkbe so advenwmus
: SHEILA DIXSHIT, ﬂlﬁﬁrdﬂﬂ mlnlstgr

Blaming The Victim
It’s your fault for getting killed, some
Indian politicians seem to suggest

¥ he murder of 25-year-old journalist Sovimya Vishwa-

- order in the capital today. But instead of focusing

" s to he more the mle than the exceptmn zmmng
Indiaz; pﬁiiﬁﬁianb Whaether it is Dikshit in this case or

Oscar Pernandes, Union labour minister, a few days ago,

when he implied that the chief etecutive of 2 multinational
corporation who was bludgeoned to death had somehow asked
for it, politicians seem to be blaining the vietims of such crimes
for some perceived error that invited the attack.

Where crimes againsi women are concerned, such an
attitude is not new. Reactions to erimes against the so-called
weaker sex are ordinarily accompanied by allagations about
the victim's lifestyle, as the Scarlett Keeling murder case
in Goseartier this year proves. Responses to such incidents
usually aim at hgmtmg the freedom of wamen, rather thaa
ensuring : ‘mechanis 3
examgla,, mmmg te rming cﬁmﬁs

xmmnmayba more visible and draw gﬂmm‘ media attention,
the fact is that our cities are no safer for men, Such an attitude
is not good enough. Instead of passing the buck, particulariy
to guarters it does not belong, our political leadarship must
coneentrate cn improving the law and order situation in their
respective areas, it is grossly inappropriate for a politiclan
10 sngpest, ever in passing, that the vietim of 8 muprder in
any way asked for her life to be taken. In Soumya’s case,
the important facts are these: that a young woman has been
murdered, and that the perpetratars are still at Jarge. She
is the vietim. Whatever she did, mwwer she M harlife, is
irrejevant. She didn't invite murder =

13.4.5 Persunasive editorial

A persuasive editorial seeks to persuade the readers about a sensitive issue.
Is it the best way to convince the masses that your opinion is better? Yes,
normally it uses valid examples that play on your emotions and also make
sense. Remember, it is an editorial where the writer presents both the sides
of the issues'and illustrates why your opinion is logically better.

ify... you

- nathan in Deibi in the early hours of Tuesday was
- tragic and demonstrates the sorry state of law and

rgies on ersaunng t’!mf the mﬁpﬂt is fhmﬁ ]}eﬁu chief
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I3 EDITORIAL

WEDKESDAY, MARCH 26, 2008

The question
of Tibet

% {you go by western medis reports, the propeganda

| of the so-called "Tibetan government-in-exile’ in
& Dharsmsala ansd the voteries of the ‘Fres Titet' v

| cause, or by the fulminations of Nancy Pelogi and
the Hollywood glitteratl, Tibet s in the throes of 2 mass
demoeratic apeising agalnst Han Chinese communist rale.
Some of the more fanciful pews stories, Images, and opi-
nion pieces on the ‘democratic’ potential of this uprising
have been put out by leading western newspapers and
television networks, The reality is that the riot that brols
out in Lhasa on March 14 and ekiimed a confirmed toll of
22 lives involved violent, ransacking mabs, including 300
militant monks from the Drepung Monastery, who
marched in tandem with a foiled "March to Tibet’ by
groups of monks across the border in India. In Lhass, the
rioters comamitted murder, arson, and other acts of savag-
ery against innocent chvilians and caused huge damage to
public and private praperty. The atrocities included dous-
ing one man with petrol and setting kim alight, beating s
patrol policeman and carving out o fist-size plece of his
fhesly, apd torching a school with 800 tervorised pupils
cawering inside. Visual images anl independent eyewit-
ness sccounts attest to this vy reality, which even com-
pelied the Dalal Lame (o threaten to resign. There was
violenee also in Tibetan ethnic areas in the sdjacent prov-
imees of Gansy and Sleluan, which, acoording to official
estimates, took an injury toll of meore than 700 Western
analyses have linked these incldents to the March 10
unniversary of the failed 1059 Tibetan uprising, non-pro-
gress in the talles betwesn the Dalal Lama's emissaries and
Bedjing, China's human rights record, and the Beijing
Oympie Games, which will of course be held a8 scheduled
from August & to 24,

Hecent accounts, however, express uneass snd sadness
over the containment of the troubles, the large-scale,” if
belated and politically slow, response by Beijing, and the
‘brutal ease” with which the protests have been ‘smoth-
epad’. In another context, suy Pakistan under Pervez
Mushareaf, such 2 respanse would have heen called s
emplary restraint. As evidence sccurulates, the realisa.
tion dswns that it is too much to expect any legitimate
government of a major countey to turn the other chesk to
such sevagery and breakdown of public order. S0 there isa
skift in the key demand made on China: it must ‘initiate” a
dialogue with the Dalzi Lama mwamw%vﬂﬁﬁml
sobution in Tibet. :

. 13.4.6 Interpretative 'ed_itbrira»ls‘

An interpretative editorial takes a complex issue and breaks it down. It tries
to answer questions like why, how, whom, what, when and where. In addition

such an editorial will also comment on the positive and negatives of the issue.
18 :



- Thought for food

HE SUCCESS of the midday

meal scheme in states like Tamil

Nadu and Karnataka should

®8 be proof enough that this pro-
gramme can be a winner, So it is puzzling
as td why Minister for Women and Child
Development Renuka Choudhary should
balk at the ‘impracticality’ of the scheme
and propose that precooked packaged
food should replace hot, meals for chil-
dren. Amartya Sen, who certainly knows
his onions about food security, has ex-
pressed his reservations over the minis-
ter's proposal. While there is no doubt
that the government must withdraw
from many parts of administration, nu-
i trition for children — linked as if is fo

primary education — is one ‘sector’ that -

it cannot abdicate from.
But let's not dismiss the minister's
proposal outright. She may have a point
; When she says that it is more feasible
to have pre-packaged food for mid-day
meals. The point, however, remains that
our track record of leasing out such is-
sues to contractors has, to put it gently,
not been successful. Ms Choudhury
cannot be unaware that malnutrition
among children has decreased by a pal-
try 1 per cent in the last eight years, The
mid-day meal is a sure shot way of com-
bating this. There are several reasons
why the hot meal schemne must not be
scrapped. For ane, it provides an incen-

13.4.7 Advocacy editorial

tive for children who would otherwise be
not in school and be put to work to be

sent to school. It also gives women in the |
area a source of emiployment and, there- |
fore, encourages them to send their chil-
dren to school. The Planning Commis-|

gion has found that the mid-day meal

scheme is a method of strengthening the
panchavati raj system, which again
translates into empowerment for
women. It is no secret that Jack of nutri-

tion is a major problem for children in
the age group of 3 to 6. This is precisely
why the mid-day meal programme was
instituted. The UPA government as-
sumed office on the promise that it
would take care of the aam aadmi. The
mid-day meal scheme is one way of de-
veloping infrastructure at the grass-

- roots while fulfilling the needs of the

people who are overlooked by the State.
While privatisation is welcome, the
State must have fool-proof systems in
place to ensure that something as cru-
cial as meals for children are not tam-

pered with. To cite Tamil Nadu again,

the state not only provides hot meals for
children but also gives a small stipend
for parents to send their children to
school. The results have been encourag-

ing. These are things the minister needs

to ponder over before making such
sweeping changes in a scheme that
seems fo work so well in many states.

s,
kvt —————

Editorial Writing

These are editorials which advocate certain causes or issues. These explain
the significance of an idea and tell the reader, why whatever happened is
important. Such editorials promote or advocate changes. They may also add
solutions and recombine a course of action. However, the overall tone of the
editorial is neither negative nor is it point by point criticism.
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B3 EDITORIAL

MONDAY, MARCH 31, 2008

way forward

resident Mahixni& Rajapaksa and his govern

Maw. Thiswill be th :
in nearly Uwo decades. '3‘}»@ gruuml WS pmpamdhym
peaceful conduct of locsl body elections in erﬂh in
Batticalos district. In briefings to diplosats and jour-
nalists, Foreign Minister Rohitha Bogollagama T
terised these locasl body elections as a first sﬁw
proceeding from the pmposals of the All Party Repre-
sentative Committee (APRC), in “a continuing process
for greater dmm!utmzw of power, with the objective of
achisving a final and durable political settlement.” The
develution exercise was within the framework of fully
implementing. for the benefit of “the areas it was most
intended to serve,” the 13th Amendment that was en-
acted in 1987 following the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement.
Predictably, this move has both incensed and unnerved
the militarily beleaguered Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Zelom and the parties of the Tamil National Altiance
CENAY that damce to its Pol Potist tune. Fighiing for
survival in the one-snd-a-haif northern districts under
its control agzinst a relentless onsiaught by the Sri
Lanksn esumed forces, the LTTE seams paranoid over
the fact that the electinns to the wine Batticalos district
foea) bodies were free {rom untoward incidents and
irregularities; that the breskaway Karuns group, the
Tamil Makkad Viduthalal Puligel (EMVED, now
Pillise, won eight o these local bodies: and the
ernment, having thoroughly exposed the | e
I@W cpee to he the sole representative of the Tamils ﬁcf s
{he Novth-Rast, has unveilad 2 credible idea of t!’m&hm,
of things o come in the region of cunflict,
What is also clear iz 43 the LITE Is t:mming its
propaganda guns ot bndis onee again., First, it 1
unmsually shacp stetement against official Indian mhcy
for allegedly éncouraging “the military approach of the
sinhala e” and for its “anti-Tamil” mowves, in paréic-
ular the recent hosting of a visit by Arcmy chief L Gen.
350, Fonseks, whose itinerary included a trip to Jam-
mu & Kaxshmir. Secondly, the Tigers have rasked seme
key THA Members of Pariiament to lobby pro-LTTE
palitical leaders in Tamil Nadu to make & noise against
the conduet of Provincial Council electiomns in the east-
ern province. Ironically, this stand is based on the
sr@ument that such an ¢ er-?':;e: in the East, 2s distinet
from the North-Easi, wo tate the provisions ofihe
1987 India-Sri Lanka &greuuuh. Nobody of political
consequence in Sri Lanka other than the LTTE regards
the ‘merger’ of the North and East as a live issue for the
coneeivable future The 2004 Karuna revoit, and the
military support given to the hreakaway group by suc-
cessive Sri Lankan governuments, put paid to the politi-
cad claim of an indivisible Tamil homeland comprising
- the Eastern and Novthern provinces. In October 2006,
the Supreme Court of Sci Lanka dealt a constitutional
bloww when it raled the temporary merger of the two
provinces, which eame as part of the Indo-Lanka Agree-
ment, to be null and void, Althowgh the judgment was
o technicsl grovnds, it is instrooeiive to remusmber that
the main contention of the peiiii ]
fundamental vights of citizens in thp hm« ST b
stood vieluted by the absence of an elected Prov
Council,

&
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Self check exercise 4

,a) Lets get mto the editor nl page of the newspaper you have selected Wnte i
' dcwn the titles of the three editorials you see

(Try to ple out edxtonals that address natlonal issues — problems that effect
the entlre country rather than local issues, Wthh mi ght omy effect the c1ty n

b) Now identify'where they are signed or unsigned.‘

13.5 STRUCTURE OF AN EDITORIAL

e The editorial is first of all a text. So remember no pictures or graphs can go
intoit.

e Itwill have an introduction, a body and a conclusion.

e Introduction —In the introduction answer the 5 Ws & 1H to attract the
reader’s attention.

e Body - In the body persuade the reader by identifying the opposition, show
why itis wrong and give your reasons for not supporting the issue.

Conclusion — Prompt the reader into action by giving solution. You can end
- with a famous quotation or a rhetorical question.

Editorial Writing
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e Use the SPEC formula
e  State the problem
e Position on the problem
e Evidence to support the position
e Conclusions: Who’s affected and how.

e Solutions to the problem, at least two should be given.

Self check Exercise 5

a) - Make alist of 6 topics you would like to write editorials on.

.........................................................................................
..........................................................................................
.........................................................................................

b) Write four paragraphs editorials of persuasive, interpretative, critical, advo-

cacy and entertainment categories. Give them to your counselor at the centre
for checking and commenting.

.........................................................................................
..........................................................................................
.........................................................................................
..........................................................................................
..........................................................................................

.........................................................................................
..........................................................................................
.........................................................................................
..........................................................................................
..........................................................................................
.........................................................................................

.........................................................................................

..........................................................................................

..........................................................................................

.........................................................................................

..........................................................................................

.........................................................................................
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...........................-..-......-........-....-..-...-..--..-.........-...-..........
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13.6 LET US SUM UP

In this unit you learnt the importance of editorials in newspapers and their
placement every day on the same page and same columns.

You have also learnt of the parallels television, radio and internet have of
editorials and how they differ from newspapers in content and style. Watch
the television and listen to the radio news for 3 days. Identify the parallels of
editorials and examine them critically. Are these the voices and views of their
organization? Do this exercise with the help of your counselor at the study
centre.

This unit also teaches you to write editorials in correct length, language and
usage akin to the policy of the organization.

In the second part of the unit you have seen the various types and styles of
editorials. By now it must be clear that editorials are written with different
slants and objectives, putting forth the views of the organization on a
particular topic or event.

Read your newspaper editorial daily. Identify the various styles, cut and paste
to make a clippings files of editorials. Analyze the language of the editorials of
two different newspapers. Do this with the help of your counselor at the study
centre.

We hope now you will not skip the editorial page and will read them

1 judiciously. Also you will be able to write editorials with a critics view point.

13.7 SUGGESTED READINGS

I do not suggest any book for this unit. Editorial writing is absolﬁtely done on
slant and policies of the newspaper, hence cannot be studied from any book.

'Bu_nt for students who would like to gain an insight ‘Great Editorial: Master
* Pieces of Opinion Writing’ By David Sloan could make informative reading.




UNIT 14 SPECIAL ARTICLES

Structure

14.0 Objectives

14.1 Introduction

14.2 Difference between a Feature and a Special Feature Article
14.3 Middle

144 Side Articles

14.5 Column

14.6 Let us Sum Up

14.7 Hints to Activities

14.0 OBJECTIVES

After reading this unit you will be able to
e Understand the salient features of a special article
e Understand what makes a good special article writer

e Write a polished special article for publication

14.1 INTRODUCTION

If you want to be just “a writer”, then you don’t need to read further.
However, if you want to know how to succeed as a writer of an analytical/
interpretative/feature article, you need to know the essence of the type of
writing that you certainly will come across.

The edit or op-ed page articles are aiso known as ‘opinion pieces’. They are
usually contributed by writers who present their opinion in analytical and
interpretative form. Social, political and economic issues, pervading the world
including the home country time to time are usually topics. The prestigious edit
page which is never read by more than 10 per cent readers is given the top
priority. Little wonder, the edit page is considered the soul of a publication.

On it, besides two or three editorial comments by the editorial team under the
direct supervision of the Editor of the newspaper on the contemporary social,
economic and current affairs in the country and abroad, running in not more
than 400-500 words each, there is a main article which is often written by an
outsider, not by a staff member of a newspaper. Besides, a ‘middle’ in not
more than 500 words is also published. It is generally in a lighter vain. This
type of writing has one common characteristic. It expresses certain opinion,
passes some judgement or offers certain suggestions.
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14.2 DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A FEATURE AND
A SPECIAL FEATURE ARTICLE

The “special feature article” is a type of writing that has emerged out of the
growing popularity of magazines and magazine sections in daily newspapers
during the last three decades. This type of writings presents interesting and
up-to-date subjects in popular form. It was originally designed to attract new
readers which were not reached by older publications.

A generation ago articles covering scientific discoveries and inventions, political
and social movements, celebrities and events were written by experts in their
respective fields. Unfortunately, these experts’ considered opinions only
reached a limited circle of well-educated readers. In order to reach a broader
segment of readers, editors designed a trendy form and style that would turn
the article as attractively as possible based on high public demand of fiction.
Therefore, techniques in writing short story, drama, and even melodrama were
applied just to grab casual readers’ attention.

Daily newspapers also found the effectiveness of presenting the day’s news in
a form that could be read rapidly with ease and high human interest by
average readers. Some newspapers known as tabloids have gone further by
adding attractiveness to news and enhancing the sensational aspect.

The language press has adopted this new model of presentation so eagerly
that on every day of a week, a supplement on a different subject is published.
The printing in colour has enhanced the presentation of such supplements.

Thus a special feature can be defined as a detailed presentation of facts in an
interesting form adapted to rapid reading, for the purpose of entertaining or
informing the average person. It usually deals with:

1) Recent news that is of sufficient importance to warrant elaboration;
2) Timely or seasonal topics not directly connected with news;

3) Subjects of general interest that have no immediate connection with current
events.

The article we know nowadays with its story-like form, its friendly and
touching description, its dramatic situations, its character portrayal, has gone
through a long journey. The change in style and presentation is for the
convenience of the readers. While, the special articles on the edit page or the
opinion page or both are meant for serious readers.

Editorial or edit article or edit piece, often more than one, is the mirror of the
newspaper’s opinion. It is the conscience of the paper. It projects the
viewpoint of the paper on a particular policy, programme or event. It can
inspire, motivate, excite, appeal, criticise or reject certain ideas or policy. The
expression of opinion is intended to lead, educate and guide the public
opinion and convert the readers to its point of view. Unlike U.K. and the
U.S.A. the Indian newspaper claim to be independent as far as the political
leanings of newspapers are concerned. However, they are branded by the
readers on the basis of their writings. While the Indian Express and The




Statesman are considered the anti-establishment, the Hindustan Times and The
Times of India are known as pro-establishment.

The special articles on the edit page are written with reason and conviction.
The writer should have his heart in the subject on which he is writing. The
article in editorial page of a newspaper is a writer’s specific opinion on a
specific topic and may or may not be biased (i.e. policing, budget etc.)
Articles appearing on a newspaper’s editorial pages generally represent the
views of the newspaper’s editor and/or its editorial board as they are selected
from the solicited and unsolicited articles though a writer has the freedom to
express his opinion. Newspapers often publish editorial pieces that are in line
with their publication’s editorial slants. However, dissenting opinions are also
given space specifically to promote balance and discussion.

General opinion holds that the content of editorials and special articles needs
to carry a message strong enough to eliminate the need for photos associated
with the opinion expressed. However, there is no bar on inserting a relevant
photograph along with the article. Sometimes, for the sake of getup and to
buttress a particular point of view, a single photograph is carried along with
the article

Most editorial pieces take the form of a short essay using arguments to
promote a point of view. Requirements for article length vary according to
each publication’s guidelines. Other factors including style and topic also affect
the selection of articles for publication. A special article is an elaborate piece
of composition written on some broad subject, well documented and
expresses the opinion of the writer who is expected to study the subject in all
its aspects. Unlike features, the subject of the edit page article is not very
narrow, specific or minute. The article is generally written in sober style and
the subject matter is treated in a scholarly manner.

e

Actiyity 1

‘What are t -features that make features different from special articles?

.......................................................................................
B i R

.............................................................................................

...............................................................................................

Activity 2

Why is a photograph carried with a special article?

Special Articles
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14.3 MIDDLE

A small write-up that generally appears at the centre on the editorial page
below the main ‘article’ in a newspaper is known as ‘middle’. It is so called
in journalistic parlance because of its middle position on an editorial page.

It is generally humorous, entertaining, witty and crisply written piece, a satire,
an unusual experience, a nostalgic memoirs or a personality sketch. It may
either deal with an offbeat or a topical subject or attempt to expose or
ridicule certain policy, programme, activity or bring to public notice some
grievances or inconvenience. The ‘middle’ is written in lighter vain so as to
make it an interesting reading and provide entertainment to the readers.

The selection of topic, general approach, treatment, style, etc. followed in the
middle are akin to feature writing. Such writing as a rule does not have much
of statistics or documentation or scholarly or sober treatment of the subject as
is the case with the analytical/interpretative articles. The language is simple but
effective with small sentences. The thrust is always on specific aspect or on a
single point. Its success lies in its power to hold the interest of readers from
the beginning to the end.

Activity3
Are middle pieces humorous? If yes, why

B T e i PO
...............................................................................................

.............................................................................................

14.4 SIDE ARTICLES

In some newspapers, more than one interpretative or analytical articles
commenting on the current issues are carried. The second one is a short one,
often running into about 800 words. Its second place is not a pointer to its
reduced stature. A writer of the side piece, not as renowned as the writer of
the main edit page article may be, may carry more weight with his readers on
account of better exposition of the subject with which he deals with in his
article.

different from the main article?




..............................................................................................
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14.5 COLUMN

There are regular columns in newspapers by established writers. You may
find columns “Between The Lines” by Kuldip Nayar; “Byline” by M.J. Akbar;
“Sunday Sentiments” by Karan Thapar and “Counterpoint” by Vir Sanghvi in
newspapers. That is why these big names in the print media are also referred
to as columnists. They are allotted a particular day w1 « particular slot
(space) for their weekly contributions. They fall ini t::¢ category of special
articles.
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ror. Indeed), even the deliber-
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MOHICE Batie s
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bave you taken to enable Husgin o
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The views expressed by the
duthor are personal
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Activity § "' ,

Please explain the terms “Column” and “columnist”.
Column:

................................................................................................

...............................................................................................

B R f e e

..........................................................................

Activity 6

Name at least four established columnists.

14.6 LET US SUM UP

A special feature article is the most flexible writing type that one can use for
conveying ideas. Subject selection for articles is only limited by the writer’s
knowledge and experience as we can make any theme interesting to our
readers. However, selection of topic might affect whether an article will serve
local or global interest.

If a topic is related to nearby people that relates to the subject, then the
article is best to be published in a local media. If the theme is one that will
attract larger public, the article might be published in a media that has wider
distribution. In fact, some unique local material is also quite relevant for
readers in many other communities, and hence is suitable either for
newspapers, for magazines or for the Internet.

Please bear in mind that some subjects might be suitable only to limited
communities who have common interest. Special articles on these subjects are
tailored to meet the needs of certain communities such as farmers, traders,
bikers, or niche marketers.

Now you can start writing your article with confidence.

But Do not...



e Use bad grammar and bad spelling.

e Usebad English

o Useidioms (words or phrases that mean something other than \;vhat they say).
e Use words you’re not sure about without using é dictionary.

e Write articles so short that they offer no useful information.

e Write in the second person. Good articles are never addressed -+~ ;ou”. Do
not make statements about “you”.

Also keep in mind...
1. Unless solicited by the editor do not e-mail an article;

2. Go through the articles in the particular newspaper for several weeks to
ascertain the style and requirements of the particular newspaper;

3. Submitonly typéd copy or a print out from a computer;

&

The typed copy should be in triple space, giving enough space for editing
work;

A special article should not be more than 1200 words;
These articles are not ciassroom essays or summary of a thesis;
Sub-headings are given by the editorial staff of the newspaper;

They should be timely and on contemporary subjects;

S - I

Refrain from reminding the Editor about your contribution.

There are chances that you may be privileged enough to find your coniribution
in the newspapers within a week of submission of the article. Otherwise you
may consider that it has been rejected. Earlier, th= editors used to return the
unused articles with a printed terse slip saying “The editor extends his thanks
for the contribution but expresses his inability to use it.”

But do not feel dejected when you get a rejection slip. Instead of cursing an
editor for rejecting your contribution, please try to give a relook to your own
contribution and attempt to compare it with articies on the same subject,
carried by other publications.

14.7 HINTS TO ACTIVITIES

Activity 3

Try to make a distinction between hunour, wit and satire. The best example is:
Cartoons by Sudhir Dar in The Hindustan Times were homourous; Abu used
wits in his cartons in the Indian Express while R.K. Lakshman continues to
use satire effectively in his pocket cartoons in The Times of India.

Special Articles
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UNIT 15 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR AND
FEEDBACK

Structure
15.0 Objectives
15.1 Introduction

15.2 Why should a reader or viewer write a Letter to the Editor/TV
Channel

15.3 Some other basic rules of a Letter to the Editor
15.4 A sample letter to the Editor
15.5 Letus Sum Up

15.6 Aids to Activities

15.0 OBJECTIVES

This unit is aimed to familiarize you with one of the most important columns in
a newspaper/ periodical/ radio station/ TV channel. Every form of media longs
for feedback from its readers/ listeners/viewers to assess their contents and to
improve their presentation. At the same time, the public is also eager to
express its reaction to the contents. The communication gap between the
producers and users are bridged by letters (snailmail or email).

At the end of this unit you should be able to write a letter to the editor of a
newspaper/ periodicals or radio station or a TV channel telling them your
reaction about a particular published item or broadcasted/ telecasted
programme, give your suggestions and make complaints to the civic authorities
through the columns of a newspaper/ periodical.

15.1 INTRODUCTION

On a page in a newspaper or a magazine, we find a space earmarked for
some letters to the editor. In some publications, more space may be
dedicated for this work. In a periodical, it is often in the first few pages while
in newspapers, it is on the edit page, along with editorials and some articles.
Even we have a weekly programme on the radio in which the letters from the
listeners are read and responded to. The Electronic media too does not lag
behind in soliciting response or feedback to its programmes. The New Media,
or say blogging, is entirely based on the principal of participation by the
readers.

Letters to the Editor column is one of the most widely read sections in a
newspaper. Responding to an editorial or article that’s published in your local
paper is a good way to express yourself about the 1ssue concerning you,
community and the society.



Activity 1

Can you show your concern about an issue affecting the community in a letter
to the Editor? Pl elaborate your submission -

e

15.2 WHY SHOULD A READER OR VIEWER
WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR/ TV
CHANNEL

We don’t always like what we read in magazines, newspapers and online
media or listen on various radio channels or view on TV channels. We may
have a different perspective on a particular issue which may be at variance
with the stand of the newspaper/periodical. Sometimes, we love the article,
appreciate a talk and a live show on the television and want to add our
appreciation or wish repetition of the programme on the air or the idiot box.
If you have something to say, say it!

How to Communicate with Journalists

There are 101 excuses for not writing or calling the media when you see
unfair, biased or inaccurate news coverage: “I don’t know enough”; “I’m too
busy”’; “My computer crashed.”

Communicating with journalists makes a difference. It does not have to be
perfect; not all letters to journalists need to be meantfor publication. Even a
one-sentence, handwritten note to a reporter can be helpful. If you take the
time to type a substantive letter, send copies of it to two or three places
within the same media outlet-perhaps to the reporter, his or her editor, as well
as to the letters-to-the-editor department.

If media outlets get letters from a dozen people raising the same issue, they
will most likely publish one or two of them. So even if your letter doesn’t get
into print, it may help another one with a similar point of view get published.
Surveys of newspaper readers show that the letters page is among the most
closely read parts of the paper. It’s also the page policy-makers look to as a
barometer of public opinion.

‘When you write to journalists, be factual, not rhetorical. Do not personally
attack them; that’s more likely to convince them that they’re in the right.
Address them in the language that most journalists are trained to understand:
Call on them to be responsible, professional, balanced and inclusive of diverse
sources and viewpoints.

Letters to ihe Editor
and Feedback
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Letters that are intended for publication should usually be drafted more
carefully. Here are some tips to keep in mind:

e Make one point (or at most two) in your letter. State the point clearly, prefer-
ably in the first sentence..

e Make your letter timely. If you are not addressing a specific article, editorial or
letter that recently appeared in the paper you are writing to, then try to tie the
issue you want to write about to a recent event.

e Refute or support specific statements, address relevant facts that are ignored,
but do avoid attacks on the media in general or the newspaper in particular.

o Check the letter specifications of the newspaper to which you are writing.
Length and format requirements vary from paper to paper. (Generally, two
short paragraphs are ideal.)

e Look at the letters that appear in your paper. Is a certain type of letter usually
printed?

e Support your facts. If the topic you address is controversial, consider sending
documentation along with your letter. But don’t overload the editors with too
much info.

e Keep your letter brief.

e Write to different sections of the paper when appropriate. Sometimes the issue
you want to address is relevant to the lifestyle, book review or other section of
the paper.

e Anincreasing number of broadcast news programs (60 Minutes, All Things
Considered, etc.) also solicit and broadcast “letters to the editor.” Don’t forget
these outlets.

Way back in March 05, 1968, in the inaugural issue of the Delhi edition of
the National Herald (now defunct), the legendary editor M. Chalapathi Rau
wrote under the heading “Letter from the Editor”.

Dear Readers,

It is usual for readers to write to the Editor; the Editor never writes back, he
dare not, he need not.

You are welcome to write in this newspaper, and as a reader, read it too.
There will be no limitations on your freedom; only, you should not perpetrate
sedition, libel, or blasphemy, crimes against the state, against neighbours and
against God. This freedom of yours may not be real. The Editor can refuse to
publish what you write, mangle it or make mince-meat of it, cut and tailor it
to suit his policy and taste. He has the last word.

With me, your freedom will be real. You are as good as I am. You make this
newspaper as much as I do. '

You have, however, to fulfill some conditions, play the rules of the game. You
should respect grammar and the rules of composition, write English as she
should be written. You should attain some minimum clarity of expression, even
when you achieve the maximum confusion of thought. You should respect the



definite article and the past perfect and all other forms of perfection, and
though you may write on both sides of the paper or write in long hand (your
hand), it should be legible to the last syllable. You should never give me the

. excuse of throwing you into the wastepaper basket by being dull, abusive or
irrelevant. You should be a writer, indeed. .

Ross, the great Editor of the famous weekly ‘New Yorker’ insisted on
legibility and clarity: he had the utmost contempt for anything he did not
understand; so have 1. Here are the Ross rules condensed:

1. Don’tuse too many adverbs.

2. Writing full of cliché< is as baa an old barn full of bats.

3. You may be liberal with expletives, but not with adjectives.
4. Onthe whole, be hostile to puns.
5

So far as possible, make your piece grammatical. Fowler’s  English Usage
is the reference book. But don’t be precious about it.

6. A contributor’s style shall be preserved, if he has a style.

You can write as you please, without imagining that the Editor is a maniac.
You can write in anger, frustration, desperation, joy, but you should generally
write with dignity and in tranquility. If you are an angry young man, you can
write like one and damn the consequences. If you are an angry young
women, you can still write like an angry young man, if you like.

What will you write on? That is your business, but it is also mine. A lot of
muck is written in what are called provincial papers, on booster pumps and
drains. There are manholes in metropolitan towns too to write about,
pompous mayors and stupid councilors, selfish and corrupt sanitary inspectors,
dry fire-brigades, peevish policemen. You are free to complain, but we do not
expect you to grumble perpetually. No public opinion column can be
interesting, if it is packed with petty grouse and if personal venom is spit
under an ugly and un-publishable pseudonym.

I do not care for your age, your sex, or your profession, what opinion you
hold or why you hold it. I do not care whether you are serious or merely
fond of writing. One thing you should not do. You should not impose yourself
on us as the common man. The common man, to whatever centuries he may
belong, cannot in this country read newspapers or write letters to editors. You
give up your conceit; we shall give up ours. We shall jointly do something for
the common man by exposing inefficiency, corruption, waste, delay,
bureaucratism. You are our correspondent, You are our workaday Hogarth
(British artist noted for his satirical narrative paintings and engravings); only,
do not invent facts, do not grind axes.

You need not call us “esteemed journal” etc. It irritates us and is bad English;
we have enough self-esteem and we are not easily flattered.

When submitting letters to the editor for publication, please be succinct and
include your address though the address is not published. We reserve the right
to edit for space, style or grammar.

Letters to the Editor
and Feedback
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These columns are yours now. You are free to express youfself on the city’s
rot or the ancestry of your town. This is my first letter to you, my last also.
Hereafter, you will be writing to me, and I am only the Editor.

15.3 SOME OTHER BASIC RULES OF A
LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Here are a few easy steps to help you write to an editor of a publicetion.

1. Picka top1c that you feel passionate about. Relate it toan issue very recently
dlscussed inthe pubhcanon to which you are wntmg

2. Think of new ways to dlSCUSS the topic and present umque solutlons to the
problem

3. Write clearly and conc1se1y following the hmltatlons usually given on the edlto-
nal page or 1etters—to-the—ed1tor page i

" "




Letters to the Editor

4. Include your major points within the first few paragraphs. and Feedback

5. Preferably type your letter and that too with double spaces between lines.
6. Check your spellings thoroughly.

7. You don’t need a long, rambhng introduction to your subject. Just focus on
“one or two key points that you want to make and then get out.

8. Write short, punchy sentences, grouped in two or three parzigrapb s

9. Be witty. Let your sense of humor and irony shine through. You cinevenbe a
little wicked, as long as you don’t cross the line of good taste.

- 10. Avoid wornout cliches and weak puns (groan).

11.1f you are responding to a columnist’s views (or any other opinion piece),
don’t launch a personal attack on the columnist — attack his/her views. Offer
a countervailing opinion. Try to advance the debate so that other readers
might join in the discussion in subsequent letters. é

12. If you have read a news story or feature article that relates to something
you’ve experienced, respond by putting your own personal twist on the
“subject.

13. Don’t send copies of your letter to a whole host of publications. Make it an
original to the publication ycu really want to publish it. If you don’t get it
published within a week to 10 days, then try submitting it elsewhere.

14. Don’t be greedy. If your letter is published, wait at least a month before
submitting another one. Editors want to give a chance as many people as
possible to comment on the issues.

15. Mail (snailmail) or e-mail your letter to the address listed for the publication.

16. Keep in mind that publications may verity by phone orin writing that you, and
not someone attributing these opinions to you, authored the letter.

Tips & Warnings

e If youdon’t want your name published, emphasize this outside the body of the
letter, either before the letter, following the letter, or both places.

e Publications rarely edit and, instead, select well-written and grammatically
correct letters. Make it easy to publish yours.

e If your letter is going to be shortened, it will usually be the final paragraphs, so
don’t save your point for the end.

Writing a letter to the editor would seem to be fairly self-explanatory. But it’s
actually something of a science. Imagine that you are the letters editor for a
major paper. You get hundreds of letters a day from around the world. Which
ones do you publish? In short, you publish tlle ones that

1) getthere firstand

2) are brief, pointed and punchy.
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Plagse send in your fesdhack to letters@tehelke.com

FINDING THE CENTRE

An interview with Habib Tanviris
always a pleasure to read, but

the thespian's take on “modern
women” is priceless [/ Am Repelled
by Inteliectual Dworves and Ex

- tremists, une 14}, Remembering

his mothar, Tanvir says, “She could
balance things, an ability that isn's
there in women todsy” Resd with
Tarwir's condemaation of the mare
ket seonomy and his body of work
{espaciatly the radical antl-moder-
nity play Sadok), most people will
dismiss Tanvir's statemaent as an-
peher instance of bis fondness foe
tha good things of the past. But
Tanwir's remark seems hardly off-
the-cuf® If anything, it is a sharply
gtched observation. In the insular
celebration of all things new in
India, women are projected as the
prime beneficiaries. This hamess-
ing of women Lo the juggeenaut of
capitalism = in the ‘market, finan-
clal Independence of women is
aatural putcoma —~ is rarely prob-
flematised in the madia or slse-
where, Really, money is mere often
& necessity than s pleasure, and
tha prassure to sarn can be one
mare burden on g wornsn. For all
thelr newfound smpowermaent,
toduy's women, it must be sald as
Tanvir does, don't seem o be able
o bear it with sase

Mahash Kumar, Bongalors

WHO DARES WINS

Parmer Karnatake o1 SM Krishng
i rigght when ha says that the
Congress falled in Karmataka be-
eausa It lackad a chief ministerial
candidate (They Got Me Hers ond
Digle't Wignt Me to Contest June 73
Even in the 2004 general elec
siang, the Cangress did not praject
& prime ministerial candidate and
whan it managed a majority with
the help of the Left and quite a few

(88 weveens

regiongl outfits, DrManmohan
Singh was chosen as the compro-
mise candidate This faulty strat-
egy of Sonia Gandhi will not work
any more. The Congress failed not
lust in Karmataka but elsewhere in
Gujarat and Rajasthan malnly be-
cRusSe it was contesting elections
under non-playing captains, The
s strongly srojected playing cag-
talng lils Marendra Modi, Vasund-
hara Raje and Yeddyurappa. The
yoters apprecigted this and rooted

for there. While Modi, Raje and
&gy thundered, Sonia, Rahul
and Manmohan just squeaked. For
the 2008 general elections, Soniz
Gandni is best advised to pad up
herself or someone like Pranab
Mukheriee well in time as the play-
ing captain, Heir apparent like
Rahul Gandhi can at best be
groomed a5 the 1 2th man carry-
Ing the drinks tray

Col CV Venugopalan (Retd),

Pulakkad, Kerolo

ILLS AND CHILLS OF AGRA BAZAR

1T 1S NICE TO SEE that Tergixa
has started a serigs on cities
intransition. In the June 14
issue, the city profiled is Agra
{ndia's Capitol Destination),
but the report fails to make
sense of the real ills and chills
of Agra. The desceiption of ‘Ju-
gaad oocuples half of your re-
port and the reporter seems.
to worry more about the loss
of employment of that iron
foundry worker and lass
about the havoo the poliuting
industries put on the Taj
Mahal ard the health of
Agra's sitizens, The report
smems to hove begn made In e
Ty s with a lot of halp
frorm the inteenet. it mentions
the regular foatures of mod-
grnisation such as shoppling

malis, Modonalds and the so-
called growing apartment
culisre but seems to miss
things such as a new 1 Radio
station called Radio Mantra
which is making the people of
Agra go gaga. The report falls
to mention St John's College,
started in 1850 and the oldest
sollege in Agra, when it talks
of the city's educational insti-
tutions. And what's the big
dealin samosa and kachoni?
1's lovad not only in Agra but
those of us living in the Na-
tional Capital Reghon mom ee-
giom love themtoo. Thare is
ne mention of the loss of the
great music tradition of the
Agra gharana. The mowt ene
Jovable and world-famous
swaet from Agra, the pethy

In most cases, it’s as simple as that.

bouquetssbrickbats

ADVANI'S CHARIOTEER
Swapan Dasgupta’s plece on Arun
lzitley (The Master of Cerermonies,
Jure 7}is one of the most well
written and incisive political arti-
gles | have read In recent times. As
| have known laitley since the past
35 years, |can say that Swapan
na% given g very inrdepth view of
the man bebind the personality.
Arun lnitiey was one of the figt
leaders to be arrested on june 28,
1678, when indira Gandhi im-

TEMELKA 21 JUNE 2008

1. Respond the same day or not at all. When you read an article that really
makes you hot under the collar, write the response that very minute. If you
choked on your coffee over an op-ed or a quote from a government official,
write a two paragraph response that morning. This is the same for an article
with a factual error, though most papers catch those on their own. You might
feel better stewing for a couple of days and firing off a lengthy response, but
‘the odds are you will do the work and your efforts will never be published.
Send it overnight even — they will get it first thing in the morning.




subad the Emerginsy He was
SR2 g an agRption, being the
Zeh University Students’ Ureon,
sy nabthe declaration of Emer
gy inspite of many induce-
ents by thie Corgress to join the
2arty jaithey was ane of the st
=aders to be released froen Tikar
It = after 18 months

Ragiv Chopra, Jommu

TOO MUCH TERROR
Aprapas the reperts The Saities of
Temor and Teronsed (May 311 why
is it that after pesey bamb blast the
pofice neme some Muslim milkant
RPN saton, plok up some Musiin
FOuLTE Gt ranekoen, Sorture them in
custody tossoapt responsibiling foe
the crime or keep thisn in jails for
insdefinite phrinds without Bling
By chargashest in the caun? One
wonders what if seme ofthe blasts
In this country s annved and
exaeuted by Hind orgunisations
o brand Mastins ax terrorists and
to oreate porrvnung hrest. ,
Nagie Ahmed vew Dalty

INTOLERABLE ATTACK
Attacking Loksalio edittr Xumar
Ketkar's residence was an esgrems
wt of vandalism committed by
the members of Shiv Sangram and -
should be punishad severely
Kotaar was absalutely nght inoet-
iosing the Maharashtra govern-
ment on its plens o instali g
stivhue of Shivigi in the Srgbien
Sen & vast financlal deficit. severe
power crisis and fareneey’ suides
are a sl fraction of the numer-
ous probiems that are lodening
over the Sl horiton, The state
Fowarimant makes n sinokre et
tempt bo alleviabe these disasters
and on the othe haed plans to
seppruder public mbney Re gty
Tous and sily purposes ke ey

woikd have shad tears at such
events had he been alive todiey,

in Maharashton, Shivajibas been |
iwoked to build a particuler ind

e . S {

ingg of statyes, am sure Shivaji g h
i
|
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of identity which is anti-Musém at
the core. This is contrary to the
Fart thae Shivgi was not agaest
Muysiimg, he had infumerabie
Mushs in his ademinstration and
army. He also had immense re-
spect for Haarat Baba Bahotthor-
waie, & 5uff saint By and by the
Sahrashtraion identity has come
1o be fixed arcund Shivaji alone,
ypassing the glorious heriage of
Saans lie Tukseam and Chokhs
Wiala and doyers of socisl change
Purallel to this has beer s
growing ireolerance whete sy
oriticiem, resl OF pemewed,
againgt Shivall s met with attack.
This type of politics esserially
WS L preree tee sty qun
aewd distract attantion Fom bk
Jecial mues. One instance of thiy
& the large numiber of teenples
aowd watues of Shaby and Hang-
man being instalied by the #s
affilisre Vanvasi Kakan Asrgmin
Adivasi $re8s 10 gve the subtis
massage that Adivasis s to
ipoer caste what Manuman and

Shabri were to Lond Rem

Qne recals aRacks an journsl
B3 i e sftermath of the Babn

" Magjd's demolition Whatoneis

witnessing tnday are attarss on

- those speuking aparat divisive

dentity politios. Whie thom gn-
deraking such atiacks masthe
punished, the identity poiitics -

- saff nesds to be defosted and pro-

pit's ssues need to be put or e
forefrant aF e sacial sgends
P Puaniyand oy oo

DISPEL THE GLODM
Tha cower stary verview sF R
Chidambuararm May 31 s the beny

gloamy questions of your reporter
with complete nsithoty ever
thgugh he sty 8 Bows b base
stuey bedriwith yourrenorers

LETTERS

PEOPLE AREN'T PESTS

IT15 ASTONISHING
10 see that the Linion
government is still
runrving avor fae-
tary even though
India is & signatory
e the Steckholm
Convention and has
banned the pesti-
ciie’'s use For agri-
cultural purpates
Prafies over Poopis
hune 7). Congratula-
tions to Tendies argd
KA Shaji for such a
R piece of joursgl-
ison, The wilingness
to publish such stores is what makes Towus diferent from
the mainstrearn media. & is high time that the Union Minis-
e of Fertilivers and Chemiois and his seoretariog rend
Rachel Cargem's Siene Speing, 3 powerful aocount afthe &
effpcts of cov. What is the need of poisaning the Mrican
oountries by exporting oot Bom here?

Abhitha Kuriakose, Tomd Nody

’

Tk has done well in bringing inte focus the harm done
to hurnan and animal life, ceops, vogutation and water by
the government-owned s fartory manufacturing oot and
Endosulfan. Situsted shout 18 ke from Koehi city, the fae-
tor's efuents pollute the Perivar siver on whose wates the
tecal population depends. The incidence of dikenses ke
canger and deformities a1 birth (s high nthe area. Chief
Miniter V8 Achuthanandan, whe was responsibie for soiv-
irg the problems of Endosuifan-sfected people in the
cashew plantations, should imemediately shut the fctory,
& lasob Sabavam, Tadnenonthaperam

imast bring pptinistis, | urpe you

S bnaean guth i publivh aoe pag-

ol SRR T Byt Wik, Yiur 1o
i ey s Foul ghowmy, please

exmmphe OF how optirigm shagld
prawail O pvangwirs the

Tovinae, rase your

g ke o all mich

g whiut i
Sameer Thole, durngabod

2. Identify yourself and why you are qualified to comment.
“Iwas in Kashmir when insurgency began ........"” or “I have justreturned
from a mission to the Chattisgarh........ " are examples of good opening

sentences.

Keep it short. Editors cut from the bottom, so put your main point up top.
Letters should have short sentences and ideally, be no more than a couple of
paragraphs long, no matter how ticked off you are about an article. Do not
assume that because a piece is long, you must respond at the same length.
The best advice I ever got from an editor (who cut my letter down to a single
terse paragraph) is that short letters show confidence in your position — and
long letters do the opposite. No one wants to read a long letter — and a
point by point recitation of errors in an article only looks whiny and insecure.

Letters to the Editor
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4. Style. In terms of style, the best letters are punchy — and if possible, brief,
wry and sharp. Some people are pre-disposed to think human rights types
are annoying, humorless complainers anyway (of course we know this is not
the case), but we don’t need to reinforce that particular siereotype. Readers
hate nit-pickers. Moreover, a point made with humor is one that people will
remember. Did the author of that nasty National Review piece mis-spell your
name six times? Make that point and gently imply that he is equally mistaken
about the ICCPR.

5. Know the style and format of where you are sending your letter. A letter
to the noted weekly Economist has a distinctive (British) style (“Sir:”..). You
can occasionally respond in a 1000 words in the New Republic or

- Commentary. Count yourself lucky to get a letter to the Hindustan Times (HT)
in at 150 words (including your title or self description). The HT will still edit,
even if you send in at this length, but it’s better (and better form) to give them
something short to work with.

Activity5

ive at least eight most important easy steps to help you write a letter to the

siditor,

1.

7.«

8.
Activity 6
Gtve at least five important warnings while writing a Letter to The Editor
1%

2.

154 A SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Plan the letter first, before you start writing. A sample plan could have the
following components:




1. Introduction: lead in to the issue
Body text: cover all relevant points/facts

Summary and/or conclusion: provide a solution and/or recommendation

A wow

Determine your key issue - write it down. Make sure your letter addresses
the key issue and does not side-track to unrelated issues.

5. Identify and aim to develop an ‘angle’ (or theme). For example, you can:
e respond to a previous letter (either for or against)
e reference arecently published article

-e refertoa personal experience; what you have seen locally and/or
overseas

e comment on recently announced Government policy

6. While planning a letter, keep a scratch pad/sheet handy. Jot down any ideas
or phrases that appeal to you onto a ‘scratch sheet’ before you forget them.
This is similar to brainstorming.

7. Determine your target audience and write to their level. Some newspapers
have ‘educated’ readers (you can use fancy words) while others are more
tabloid oriented (keep your letter simpler).

Write a first draft of the letter, slotting in material from your scratch sheet.
Make sure that you include text that covers all three sections (introduction/
body text/summary).

Re-read your first draft and edit it:

e Check for grammar, spelling and punctuation mistakes
e Eliminate redundant words
e Re-sequence sentences or paragraphs to improve continuity.

The general form for letters is:
To the editor:
Sir,

Your June 20 editorial (or give page number) article on (describe the article
here), totally missed the point.

Second paragraph: Explain why and give a couple of terse exarnples.

Close with a punchy one-liner. “The Finance Minister’s concern is simply
unconvincing in the face of iricreasing rate of inflation.”

Cut to the chase and be witty to ensure your letter to the editor gets
considered, rather than winding up in the reject pile.

Don’t forget to put “Thanking you” in the last.

Letters to the Editor
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Note: Some times a good letter may be denied the publication as more
important issues might have cropped up and the editor wanted want
“diversity” on their letters pages.

Activity 7
Write a letter to the Editor in not more than 200 words
Dear Sir,

...............................................................................................
.............................................................................................

...............................................................................................
................................................................................................

...............................................................................................

...............................................................................................

..............................................................................................
...............................................................................................

...............................................................................................
..............................................................................................

Thanking You,

Name, Address & Phone No.




15.5 LET US SUM UP

Letters to the editor are among the hardest pieces to write. Just because

. they’re short doesn’t mean that it’s easy to write one that a newspaper will
actually print. Remember the old saying, “I would have written a shorter letter
if I’d 'had more time.” '

The biggest challenge in writing a letter to the editor is making a compelling
point in a brief space while still ensuring that readers can follow your
argument even if they didn’t see the news story to which you’re responding.
And it helps if the letter offers a clever, provocative, and as yet unexpressed
perspective on an issue.

At the Washington Post (USA), for example, the most important rule editors
use in deciding whether to print a letter is “Beware of predictability.” So say
something no one else has said. And remember, newspapers receive hundreds
of letters a day, so yours must stand out to be printed. Not an easy feat in
only 200-300 words! With careful thought about what you want to
communicate and a well-written letter, your chances of publication will
increase and allow you to provide another idea or perspective on an issue.

Don’ts

e Avoid being abusive or strident.

e Don’t chase your letter personally or by phone or by sending reminder. Itis a
practice which is not liked by the editors.

Activity 8
What is the biggest challenge in writing a Letter to the Editor?

................................................................................................

................................................................................................

Activity 9
Give two points which you should avoid while writing a Letter to the Editor?
1

2

15.6 AIDS TO ACTIVITIES

Activity 1
Read 15.1 again
Activity 2

Hint: Don’t find excuse to write a Letter to the Editor
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Activity 3

Hint: There are as many as nine tips to write a Letter to the Editor
Activity 4

Hint: Read the Letter from the Editor once again

Activity Sand 6

Read 15.3 again thoroughly

Activity 7

Hint: Read the letters, published in this unit and in newspapers and periodicals
frequently

Activity 8
Hint:Just because they’re short doesn’t mean that it’s easy to write
Activity 9

Read 15. 5 again. Remember, these are the most important tips for writing a
Letter to the Editor




UNIT 16 REVIEWS

Structure

16.0 Objectives

16.1 introduction

16.2 Book Reviews

16.3 Music Journalism

16.4 Film Criticism

16.5 Small Screen or Television reviews
16.6 Art Criticism

16.7 Let us Sum Up

16.8 Aid to Activities

16.0 OBJECTIVES

This unit is aimed to introduce you to the art of reviews. No major
newspaper - regional or national - or periodical - weekly, fortnightly or
monthly — is considered complete without devoting a section on reviews of
books, films, music, theatre, art etc. A reviewer acts as a conduit between the
art and the audience. The job of a reviewer is a part time one.

At the end of the this unit, you should be able to

e understand the importance of reviews in media;
e nuances of reviews;

e impact of reviews on the audiences

16.1 INTRODUCTION

The range and sweep of the books, music concerts, films, art exhibitions and
theatre shows continue to flood the market in an unceasing stream. The
process has been accelerated in the wake of rapid industrialization coupled
with advancement of civilization and culture. One can easily drown in that
ocean of written words, film shows, play, music concerts and art works so to
say. There is too much information lapping on the shores of our
understanding, and we have got to learn to reject the superfluous, useless and
wrong kind of information, as well as the polluting fallout of the culture media.
The reviews help the readers/viewers in sifting the grain from the chaff.

Reviews are no longer monopoly of the print media. The broadcasting and
electronic (TV) media too are devoting enough time on the cultural scene of
which reviews are an integral part.

A review is intended for non-expert or common readers/ viewers. The level of
the audience, therefore, is more important than the expertise of the reviewer.
A good review should be explanatory without being too technical; descriptive
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without being too elaborate; evaluative without taking recourse to an absolute
value-judgement. A good routine review should attempt to describe, explain,
assess and evaluate without expressing too much of the reviewer’s own point
of view or notions or prejudice. It should give the audience enough
information to go to that work, if they so wish with an open mind. The
language of a good review is simple and direct.

The job also demands that the viewer/reader should not feel his precious time
and money wasted on the recommendation. Your audience will be according
to the medium in which you are writing the review. A reviewer is supposed to
understand the mind of the contemporary world, and analyse the subject of
review according to that. That can be safely said to be the first rule of
review; understanding the importance of the subject.

Activity 1
What are the qualities of a good review? ‘ . "

..............................................................................................

...............................................................................................

16.2 BOOK REVIEWS

In the realm of books, a caustic review hastened the premature death of the
intense, invalid poet, Keats. Later Byron was to write:

“Tis strange that the mind, that most fiery particle
should let itself be snuffed out by an article.”

For the publishing industry and the authors, the book review columns form a
channel of communications to the readers. They also help the librarians too to
select books.

The book reviews that appear in modern journalism are of a different kind
than the literary ciriticism. They are mostly press notices of books as they are
released from time to time. In modern journalism the function of book review
is to let the readers know what are the new arrivals on the book stands.
Broadly speaking, they are quick notices — not meant to be value judgements
— as such. The modern authors, modern reviewers and modern readers are
in a hurry.

The differences, we can see in the book review columns of the foreign
journals and of our papers. It is not only the qualititative difference, which is
very much there. There is a question of timing also — the timing of book
notices. Sometimes, there are pre-publication notices. At any rate, they will
appear as soon as the new publications hit the book-stands. People know
such and such books have arrived when they read the notices in the papers.
The reviewers and the editors do not sit on the books, either, if they are to
be noticed at all. They do a quick job of it. There are instances of the new
books reviewed simultaneously in major newspapers and periodicals. But in




our country, the subjectivity, often riding the objectivity of the editor of a
newspaper or a periodical or the person-incharge of the book-review page or
section, makes the very purpose of the book review section often defeated.

" Some outstanding Indian book reviewers included Sham Lal (didactic and
polemical), Dilip Padgaonkar (ideological), Krishna Chaitanaya (philosophical-
encyclopaedic in range), V.V. John (urbane, pleasantly pedantic), C. P.
Ramchandran (political-sparkling kind), Inder Malhotra (gossipy, readable),
N.S. Ramaswamy (chatty, nostalgic), Sadhan Kumar Ghosh etc. Among them
Dilip Padgaonkar and Inder Malhotra still contribute in publications. Pradeep
Sebastian and Ravi Vyas writes regularly in The Hindu (book-review page
and Literary Supplement) with gusto, reminding that the new generation is not
devoid of spark.

To borrow Dr. Samuel Johnson’s remark “the only end of writing is to enable
the reader better to enjoy life or better to endure life”, one can say that the
only aim of reviewing should be to enable good authors to flourish, and to
discourage the bad ones. Also to help the readers know what books are to
be read and enjoyed, and what to avoid. In short, it is a service to the book
lovers, if done honestly and competently.

Barring some refreshing exceptions, of course, our reviewers play safe,
perhaps because they are not really sure whether the book is good or bad.
Whenever they have a critical opinion, they hasten to make it up by a good
chit or two with a ‘nevertheless’ or ‘on the whole’, ‘however’ etc. The stamp
of authority is seldom noticeable in our book reviews. There are also
reviewers who go to the other extreme, trying to feel and look important by
picking on minor faults in an otherwise good book. It is all right to point out
lapses, in a constructive spirit — that is part of the reviewer’s job — but it
should not be forgotten that what the would-be-reader wants to know is the
highlight of a book and not whether a comma is misplaced here or there, or
whether the reviewer is cleverer than the author.

Some reviewers plod on....”The book under review contains III parts divided
into 21 chapters running into 427 pages. Chapter I says...... Chapter II deals
with...... The appendices and the charts add to the value of the book which
is a must for every library...... Printing and get up are excellent, though the
price is a little on the high side........etc. Such treatment to a book in the
form of a book review is blatantly dishonesty as readers look to the reviewer
as a guide for their own reading and do not deserve such superficial
treatment.

A good reviewer will present the highlights of a book, as he sees it with a
few deft touches, and sums up what he thinks about it. Of course a few
quotes may be necessary, and some frills added for the grace of writing.
Objectivity is the ideal to be aimed at, but some subjective colouring is
inevitable. If the review is too subjective, it may become a caricature of the
book, instead of being a fair portrait of it. Some reviewers use a book as not
only a peg to hang their pet theories and prejudices but also to hang the
author! Otherwise they set out to praise him, irrespective of the merits of the
book. But we have mostly the safe, dull, neither-here-nor-there reviews in the
columns of our newspapers and periodicals.
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THE EYE OF THE BEHOLDER

g most S 1 arf 1d (", Ity
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DON'T THINK the word Bollywood figures
even once in Chidananda Das Gupta's
Seping (s Believing, and for this to ocour
n a new book on Indian cinerna is as re-
5 freshing for 2 reader as surfacing to
breathe good. ¢lean alr. Das Gupta himself
won't be 5o guick to make any such judgement
- his essavs here avold condescension, allow-
ing the reader to think up their own conclu-
sions, nimbly jumping over that old trap of
good and bad. To even sav that there are only
two kinds of cinema — not artistic
and popular cinerna bat fust gnod
and bad cinema — is itself simplis-
tic, warns the critic eardy in the
book. Or take his essay or the
nexus between cinema and politics
in Tamdl Madha, With deft scholar-
ship and analysis, he demoanstrates
how MGRS screen image was often  SEEING IS
taken to be MGR himselfl by the

people, He doesrt, however, gloss Chidenoanda

any further (is this a good thing or Das Gupta
@ bad thing?) but simply paints a Penguin

/e ook about in

behind its puritanical fagade. Indian cinema is
really erotic, and ever since the kiss was
banned in the late 1930s, our cinema has found
the song to replace sex. But even with the total
ban on kissing being lifted. the Indian movie
kiss remains “someswhat perfunciosy... never
suggesting the satisfactions of s real. wet kiss
exploring the entire body as it were through
the mouth”

An impertant and fascinating addition to
our knowledge of early Indian film history s
an essay titled, Precursors of Unpopular
Cinema. where he picks out early examples of
films that were more personal, artis-
tic and socially committed, opening
up and defining an art cinema senst-
bility the prefers o csll it ‘unpopular
vinerna | Another essay brings the
reader back to a discussion on paral-
lel and popular cingma, tracing the |
roots of the distinction between
these two to the notion of mangi and
desi in classical Indian sesthetics.

“The Crisis in Film Studies’ is his
attack on film academicians for
“turning what is basically a picture

clear-eyed, detailed picture for you ~ 304pp; Re 499  into a ‘text’.. divesting it of its direct-

to consider.

Dias Gupta is the last (and perhaps the
best) of cur iilm critics who can offer insight
and style in writing on cinema. Contempao-
rary film criticism is either breathless and
journalistic or academic and abstract. What
we have today, are film revieweys and flm
theoreticians. not the film critic as scholar:
the film critic as film historian. Das Gupta’s
argurmnents are complex, ariginal, subtle and
persuasively shot through with
scholarship. The book has sev-
eral ‘critic-at-large’ essavs, with
the last part given over 1o
notes on five filmmakess —
no guesses about whe they ane
{this is the only predictable part
of the bookl: Ray, Ghatak, Mri-
il Sen, Adoor snd Benegal.

Ins “Why The Films Singll the
eritic writes that the song is
“the transcendental element
in the language of populac
cinems.” He notes that

21 JLBE Z008 TEHELKA

ness, its non-verbal being” He rein-
forces this, quoting Susan Sontag: "To
interpret is tn impoverish, deplete the world
— if1 order to set up a shadow world of
mesnings.” If film studies in India has to be
relevant, urges Das Gupta. it has 1o “redefine
categories in the light of the country’s own
tradition and its modern sxperience’

Among all the essavs that have tried to

define and describe Indian New Cinemna, Das
Guptss feels like the definitive one. This col-

lection tells of cinema in the context of his-
tory. politics. religion, cultuse and
techanlogy. 1 found the book wanting
onhsin one respect — the absence of
= essavs on contemporary Indian films
and flrnrmakers. It would kave been
gratifring and interesting to find out what
this tough- minded critie thinks of the
| movie sosne nowe Seelng iz Belleving b not
b casy reading but in the end, its rigour and
' depth wins vou over

{ Tise reviewer is & literary
cofioensist with The Hinda)

In order to write a book review, you must not only be interested in reading
but also develop the habit of analyzing what you read, and compare it with
other books in the same field. Scholarship is the basis for a good review but
take care not to show off your learning

At the end of a review, don’t forget to five the standard details of:

Name of the author with the last name first (year of publication), Zitle, Place
of publication; publisher (no. of pages, price of hardback/paperback, ISBN
No.).

The average length of a book review in a double-spaced manuscript is around
500 to 600 words. There are at least three publications in India that are

48 exclusively dedicated to the book reviews : The Book Review, Biblio, and



The Indian Review of Books. The Hindu is the only newspaper in the
_country, publishing a four-page literary supplement every fortnightly. The Times
Literary Supplement (TLS) and the New York Times Sunday Book Review
are famous publication abroad.

‘Do book reviews differ from literary criticisms?

-------

Activity3 | ‘
‘What 1sthe dlfference between book reviews in publications in India and
abroad? @ P i -

 Activity

ame three publlcatlons exéluschly dedicated to book reviews?

16.3 MUSIC JOURNALISM

Music journalism is criticism and reportage about music. It began in Europe in
the eighteenth century as comment on what is now thought of as ‘classical
music’. This aspect of music journalism, today generally classified as music
criticism, comprises the study, discussion, evaluation, and interpretation of
music and its performance. Modern music criticism is often informed by music
theory consideration of the many diverse elements of a musical piece or
performance, including (as regards a musical composition) its form and style,
and as regards performance, standards of technique and expression.

A music critic is someone who reviews music and publishes writing on them in
books or journals or on the internet. It is not necessary that a critic be a

Reviews

49




Opinion Writing

50

composer of classical music also. Critics have not always been respected by
their subjects. A rock music composer declared that “Most rock journalism is
people who can’t write, interviewing people who can’t talk, for people who
can’t read.” Little wonder, music critics are often on the receiving end as
their subjects do not like negative reviews of their composition or
performance. |

Subudu and Mohan Nadkarni, Manjari Sinha and Ravindra Mishra are among
the prominent Indian Music critics.

Activity 6
What are the salient features of Music journalism?

..................................................................................................

B Y

16.4 FILM CRITICISM

Film criticism is the analysis and evaluation of films, individually or collectively.
Film critics working for newspapers, magazines, broadcast media, and online
publications, mainly review new releases. Normally they only see any given
film once and have only a day or two to formulate opinions. Despite this,
critics have an important impact on films, especially those of certain genres.
The popularity of mass-marketed action, horror, and comedy films tend not to
be greatly affected by a critic’s overall judgment of a film. The plot summary
and description of a film that makes up the majority of any film review can
have an important impact on whether people decide to see a film. For
prestige films with a limited release the influence of reviews is extremely
important. Poor reviews will often doom a film to obscurity and financial loss.

The impact of reviews on a film’s box office performance is a matter of
debate. Some claim movie marketing is so intense and well financed that
reviewers cannot make an impact against it.

Film producers respect the clout of reviewers. Since so much money is riding
on positive reviews, studios often work to woo film critics. Any major release
is accompanied by mailings to film critics press kits containing background
information, many photos for use in a publication, and often small gifts. Film
reviewers who appear on television are given clips from the movie which they
may use.

However, when the noted film critic David Lardner was asked his opinion on
Hollywood’s Panama Hattie, he said, “This film needs a certain something,
possible burial.” On the other hand, Noted Indian actress Jaya Bachchan
bristled, “Are there any”, when Karan Johar asked her in the rapid-fire round
in her famous TV programme “Koffee with Karan” to respond to ‘film
critics’. Her contention, which many will agree with, is that those who claim

to write criticism are often persons who do little more than detail the storyline,
something anyone can do. Their reviews have no informed comments on
camera work or lighting. Critics are also accused of not really having the




pulse of the people. What better example than Sholey, the blockbuster of its
time, which a prominent critic of that period described as “a mishmash of
East and West, neither here or there.”

N

Movie critic Pauline Kael’s columns in The New Yorker in the “70s and ‘80s
were must-sees in Hollywood. “You had to read it,” It used to be said about
his column. “You just weren’t in the business if you didn’t. Today, Kael is

considered one of the most influential film critics in the history of the medium.

Film reviews are quite different with the lengthy columns, dominating the space
in newspapers and magazines these days in respect to gossips in the film world.

MASTER

MENKA SHIVDASANI
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NAIR UNMASKS THE
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Opinion Writing Chidananda Das Gupta, Mohd. Shamim, Khalid Mohammed, Subhash K.. .
Jha, K.M. Amladi and Ziya us Salam figures among the prominent film critics
whose comments mattered in the industry and are often respected by the film-

goers.

rary. She seems lost in
reflection. The image
&nd his entire collec-
tion of photographs
centered around circus
performers reveals the
humanity of these per-
formers and of Saibal Das
himgelf

1 & Bonguiore-based

TAKE

AN OFFER YOU CAN REFUSE

POWER CANNOT BE given, it has to be taken” is a caption that righe-
fully belong to state electricity boards. It is no surprise then that siec-
tricity is at the core of Savkor Aaj. Anita (Aishwarya Rai) and her father
have brought thelr international powee project to Maharashtra and
need the help of Subhash “Sarkar” Nagre (Amitabh Bachchanj and his
son Shankar (Abhishek Bachehan), the powers behind the cuf; throne,
to be able to set it up. The project will provide electrieity to the entire
state but displace thousands, This time around, Shankar has taken up
the reins of power and, despite Sarkar's objections, decides to support

photographer the project for the sake of progress. This plunges us back into the
world of Sarkar with its searing music
BOBBY O and thumping beats. é
MUS'Q A et this time, through Ram Gopal
s ¥ Verma's characteristic angled shots,
Of late, i've been listening to 8 lot of upcom- sepia tanes and dim lighting, weseea
ing Indian artists who are extremely talented new stary farming One that is less
and versatile There is Delhi-based Chayan concemed with the underworld than
Adhlkari who has come up with some bril- with the palitics of development. There
liant solo songs. Another are questions worth pursuing here.
artigt that enthusiasts Can business be trusted with the
should definitely check progress of the nation? Do indians,
out is Mumbai-based &5 ane of the villains claims, want
" Nikhil He is g singer as FILM « SARKAR RAJ entertainment not development?
well as a songwriter and his TREQTIR « RAMQOPAL VARMA The movie unfortunately purseas

sound is very acoustic. It is not
exactly pop-ish like lohn Mayer,
but is blended with an intensity
that is reflected in his lyrics. He
has a wonderful voice which
completely blew me away,
an unusual sembination
of sweet and husky
Qverall, his musical com-
positions are extremely
well done. Another band
f'd like to recommend
is Swarathma, a
Bangalore-based group
that plays Hindi folk
music. Their saund is
very fresh. They play-
music influenced heavily
by English, Hindi and
Kannada.
Babby is p member of
Mumbai-based band Zero
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STATEAG ~ AMITABM BACHCHAN, ABHISHEK rone of these questions. With & sud-

back on a familiar conspiracy. He might have had the
I i ring Buts o seript & ruthless plot but he $till does not have
A memberaf Hindi folk the guts to make a ruthiess film,
R —— VIVEK NITYANANDA

| BACHCHAN, AISHWARYA AR BACHCHAN dennod at Gedifrther before the inter-

SR . S val it shifts gearand returns to the
mmwwemm underworld anoe more, There are still

themes that interest. The tendemess
UNSIPT AR |, e Aher sison Tt Soneicn

SPINS OUT A ROUTINE ENDING, 17d trust between the old and the
RESOLVING TENSIONS THAT young. The shades of Sarkar's dead
HAVEN'T BEEN BUILT UPENOUGH  son Vishnu that haunt the family Ab-
hishek and Amitabh create several
memaraible moments tagether keaping the movie alive. Abhishek does
4 competent job despite being allowed to smile just onoe. He broods
but conveys wells of enotion beneath his aggressive front. Amitabh is
axcelient, often conveying reams with just a ficker of the
Al of these, however, do not hold the film up. Ral's performance
1% unconvincing. Her chargeter could have been the central one
§Pven its scope but remaing secondary and forgettable. There are
&ls0 no answers for the soeptical viewer as the im spins out its roy-
tine ending, resolving tensions that haver't been bullt up enough.
Where is Shankar's wife while he spends all his time with Anita?
Why is Anita constantly present during the most intimae scenes of
the Nagre family's ife? Is it just that reel life cannot but heip imitate
real life? Why do characters that have been shot onoe tura around
and cleverly decide to absorb a5 many bullets as they can?
Neither palitical nor theilling, Sankar gy falls between
two stools. ROV squanders an interesting plot to fall
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'Xétiiv’ity 7

Do film criticism or reviews have any impact on the mass-market of a film?

How did Ms. Jaya Bachchan react when asked abiut the role of film critic in
mdia? Lai o

Whatwas the reaction of a film critic on “Shol ey'?

R

Activity 10

Name some prominent film critics in India

16.5 SMALL SCREEN OR TELEVISION REVIEWS

“We form our impressions through distilled images from television,” says a TV
critic of repute in the United States. A TV critic’s job is writing about these
images, rather than the programmes themseives.

A good TV critic doesn’t write about what’s on television; he writes about
television itself. Television is more than the idiot box. Television is worthy of
respect. That does not mean it is the best but it is the most important and
influential. A TV critic looks at television as a cultural force, he looks deeper
at the medium that most closely mirrors our society. A good critic doesn’t just
write about television as if it mattered; he knows it does.

Ms. Kavita Nagpal, A.N. Mudgal, Romesh Chandra, Dr. Sunil Kothari,
Prayag Shukla, Diwan Singh Bajeli, Ajit Rai, Leela Ventakaraman, Anjana
Rajan and Ms. Shanta Sarbjeet Singh are prominent Indian dance and drama
critics.
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Activity 11

Is television more than the idiot box? If yes, why?

.................................................................................................

...................................................................................................

R L e e e

16.6 ART CRITICISM

Art criticism is responding to, interpreting meaning, and making critical
judgements-about specific works of art. Usually art criticism focuses on
individual, contemporary works of art.

Edmund Feldman, a famous Art critic writes that art criticism is “spoken or
written ‘talk’ about Art” and that “the central task of criticism” is
interpretation. He developed a widely used sequential approach to art criticism
based on description, analysis, interpretation, and judgment.

Stephen Dobbs another renowned Art critic states that, through art criticism,
people “look at art, analyze the forms, offer multiple interpretations of
meaning, make critical judgments, and talk or write about what they see,
think, and feel.”

Terry Barrett, hailing from the class of Art critic bases his approach to art
criticism on the four activities of describing, interpreting, judging, and theorizing
about art. He suggests that, although all four overlap, “Interpretation is the
most important activity of criticism, and probably the most complex.” Though
interwoven with description, analysis, and judgement, interpretation of the
meaning of individual works of art is of foremost concern in contemporary art
criticism.

Cardinal Principles of Interpretation:

e Artworks have ‘aboutness’ and demand interpretation.
e Interpretations are persuasive arguments.

e Some interpretations are bétter than others.

e Good interpretations of art tell more about the artwork than they tell about the
critic.

e Feelings are guides to interpretations.

e There can be different, competing, and contradictory interpretations of the
same artwork.

e Interpretations are often based on a world view.




o [dtérpretations are not so much absolutely right, but more or less reasonable, Reviews
convincing, enlightening, and informative.

,i "

® lmerpretan ons can be judged by coherence, correspondence, and inclusiveness.

® An artworl: i< nof necessanly about what the artist wanted it to be about.
® A critic ought not to be the spokesperson for the artist.

o Interpretations ought to present the work in its best rather than .. weakest

fight.

Tine obJects of interpretation are artworks, not artists.

All art is in part about the worlv i1 which itemerged.

All artis in part about other art.
S| :

No single interpretation is exhaustive of the meaning of an artwork. "

The meanings of an artwork may be different from its significance to the
viewer.

0 s

e lilterpretation is ultimately a communal endeavour, and the community is
ultimately self-corrective.

) |

'3 Good 1nterpretat10ns invite us to see for ourselves and to continue on our own.
( ]l? arret Terry, (1994) Criticising Art: Understanding the Contemporary )

k‘ BN Kaul Manohar Kaul, Keshav Malik, K.B. Goel, Suneet Chopra, K.B.
(JOCL Santo Datta, Leela Venkatraman and Shantiveer Kaul figures among the
pfdlﬂment Indian art critics.

6.fi : ;
el
A&t}iﬁtym
Lo

Namk some prominent Art Critics in India?
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16.7 LET US SUM UP

In his book On writing Well, William Zinsser says that good critics, true
critics, do more than just review programmes, but actually provide a cultural
context for what they are reviewing, in addition to their own opinions and
thoughts.

In every other school of criticism — film, music, literary and theatre — there
are Great Critics, critics whose writings are required reading for anyone even
peripherally involved in that business.

16.8 AIDS TO ACTIVITIES

Activity 1

Read 16.1 again and also read 16.2
Activity 2,3,4 & 5

Read 16.2 thoroughly

Activity 6

Hint: Classical Music

Activity 7

Hint: Box office hits on the basis of film reviews
Activity 8,9 and 10

Read 16.4 thoroughly

Activity 11

Hint: Television as a cultural force
Activity 12

Read 16.5 again

Activity 13 and 14

Read 16.6 thoroughly
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